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Honeysuckle Invasion: What to look for in our County
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There were several species of closely related bush
honeysuckles that were introduced for ornamental
use in America and it has now spread across all the
regions. These deciduous shrubs are invasive in
woodlands, reverting old fields, fencerows, utility
right-of-ways, along highway corridors, river
corridors, and in unmanaged green spaces.
Amur honeysuckle forms dense stands that crowd
and shade out all competing species, greatly
reducing native biodiversity. The species is shade
tolerant, and resistant to heat, drought, and severe
winter cold. It is a rapid grower, and when cut it just grows back stronger
and denser from the stump. It leafs out early and retains its leaves longer
in the fall and early winter than native deciduous species. This gives the
species an energy advantage, and helps it shade out the (native)
competition.
HOW TO IDENTIFY
See all that green around you in very
early spring? There’s a good chance
that it’s Amur honeysuckle. The same
goes for very late fall and early winter
— this species is typically the last to
drop its leaves. It is a large, deciduous
shrub that typically ranges from 6 to
20 feet in height. It tends to have an
“arching” growth habit. Flowers are
white, aging to yellow, and bloom May
through June. Red berries appear in
late summer, ripen in late fall, and
often persist through the winter.
HOW TO ELIMINATE
Mechanical: Fortunately, the root system is fairly shallow. Hand removal
may be effective for very small plants or for light infestations. But, be sure
to remove the entire plant to prevent resprouting. You can’t just cut them
down and leave the stumps — they’ll grow back with a vengeance.
Chemical: Herbicides are the most effective method. A glyphosate solution
(i.e. Roundup) can be sprayed or painted onto stumps at the time of
cutting. Be sure to always check herbicide labels for details and follow
directions. Late summer, fall, or dormant season applications have all
proven effective.
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Putnam SWCD Scholarship
Putnam SWCD is offering a Scholarship to High School Seniors in Putnam County.
Applications will be available on our website, picked up at the Soil and Water Office, or
through your high school guidance counselor.
Applicants must have a 2.5 high school grade point average, be enrolled for the 2022 fall
semester at a 2 or 4 year college institution, and also major in agriculture, natural
resources, environmental science, or a closely related field.

Applications are due April 15, 2022
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MANUFACTURERS
SUPPLY

· Septic system sales
· Drainage pipe
· Silt soxx erosion

117 Main St. Glandorf
419.538.6548
msupplyinfo.com
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FISH STOCKING & POND SUPPLIES

Equipment Rental
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